Final Essay Instructions/Checklist

For your final essay, please write a six page (minimum) essay in which you address a contemporary civil rights issue.  Your essay must include the following the sixteen items/practices.  These will form the basis of your grade.
1) An introduction which includes a clear thesis in which you identify the issue, the reason it is important, the ideology you have to challenge to address the issue, and what you think we have to do about it in terms of protest and goals.  
The thesis should look something like this: 
Segregation (this is the issue) will always be inherently unequal and oppressive, but people often do not see this inevitable inequality as white supremacy renders it invisible; consequently, we must engage in non-violent protest in places that are segregated (plan of action to protest) in order to show people the injustice of the problem and win them over to support legislation outlawing segregation (your goals). 
This thesis combines an issue (white supremacy), why it is important (inequality), why people do not see it (white supremacy), and what we must do about it (plan of action to achieve goals.   The thesis has to be one sentence because by writing it as one sentence you will put the ideas together into a coherent argument.  This will not be the case if you have more than one sentence.
2) Begin the body by explaining why the issue is important.  
3) Next explain the history of the issue, using factual evidence.
4) Explain the current conditions regarding the issue, again using factual evidence and your experiential project source
5) Explain the current debate over the issue, using opinion pieces and scholarly arguments to depict the current discussion.
6) Now explain your position, including your goals (what you want to change).  By this point, you should have covered everything in the thesis except your plan to address the issue
7) Your plan of action – the form of protest you will use (drawing in part on the models we have studied in the units on the history of the Civil Rights Movement).  Be specific – say you will stage this specific type of protest in this specific way against this specific group, person, or institution in order to achieve your goals.
8) Return to the thesis, completing the body of the essay
9) Your conclusion – how the world will be different if we address this issue as you suggest 
10) You should also have a title page and a reference page.  These do not count toward the six page total.
11) You should have at least ten sources, including two for facts, two for opinion, and one scholarly source.  You will likely need more than this depending on your argument.  Since these are contemporary issues, there should be many sources easily available to you.
12) You must include parenthetical citations each time you use a source in your essay.
13) Be sure to write in the active voice – subject who performs the action followed by verb.  Write I wrote the letter instead of the letter was written. 
14) Do not use contractions – say do not instead of don’t
[bookmark: _GoBack]15)  Each body paragraph should have the same structure as the paragraphs in your midterm essay – a transition/topic sentence, introduce evidence, analyze evidence, end with a sentence that makes a point about the topic.  
16) Include your outline for the essay.  Use the same format as the outline you wrote for the midterm.
Please note that I will base your grade entirely on these sixteen points.  I will be happy to look at an outline and/or thesis in advance.  I am also willing to read up to three paragraphs of your essay in advance.
Finally, please remember that you must have met with the writing tutor (or have spoken to me about not going and met with with me instead) as the tutor meeting counts for two points of your grade.
Let me know if you have any questions or would like to meet with me to discuss your final essay.     
 
